RUSSIAN ENGINEER

English, " you will get used to Russia when you
have been here a few years.55 He explained to me
that it was necessary to get permission from the
State Finance Committee before money could be
forwarded to London. We hustled round that day
and the necessary permission was procured. I
learned later that it took ten days for the cable to
reach London, which is hardly an advertisement
for state control of banking.

Defenders of the Soviet will claim that such
incidents are inseparable from the birth of a new
system, but that is poor consolation to working
people who earn money, only to find that it is of no
use to them outside the country in which it is printed.

One of the visitors to my hotel in Moscow had
been one Jackson, an English Communist, who had
made a temporary home in Russia. He was a
belligerent type, and the first question he asked me
was for what crime I had left England. When I
replied that my character was perfectly good, and
that I had not changed my name as he obviously
suspected, he appeared very surprised, and frankly
admitted that he thought the majority of foreigners
in Russia found it advisable to leave their country
for their country's good.

He explained his position to me quite frankly,
and requested my permission to have his wife
travel with us to London with my son and I. At
the time I found it difficult to refuse, although I
confess I was not at all anxious for the job. I had
almost forgotten about the matter in the rush of
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